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Article 61
Urgency procedure

1.  In  exceptional  circumstances,  where  a  supervisory  authority  considers  that  there  is  an 
urgent need to act in order to protect the interests of data subjects, in particular when the 
danger exists that the enforcement of a right of a data subject could be considerably impeded 
by means of an alteration of the existing state or for averting major disadvantages or for other 
reasons,  by way of  derogation  from the  procedure  referred  to  in  Article  58a 57,  it  may 
immediately adopt provisional measures with a specified period of validity. The supervisory 
authority  shall,  without  delay,  communicate  those  measures,  with  full  reasons,  to  the 
European Data Protection Board and to the Commission.

2. Where a supervisory authority has taken a measure pursuant to paragraph 1 and considers 
that  final  measures  need  urgently  be  adopted,  it  may  request  an  urgent  opinion  of  the 
European Data Protection Board, giving reasons for requesting such opinion, including for the 
urgency of final measures. 

3. Any supervisory authority may request an urgent opinion where the competent supervisory 
authority has not taken an appropriate measure in a situation where there is an urgent need to 
act,  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of  data  subjects,  giving  reasons  for  requesting  such 
opinion, including for the urgent need to act. 

4. By derogation from Article 58(7), an An urgent opinion referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 
of this Article shall be adopted within two weeks by simple majority of the members of the 
European Data Protection Board. 

Recitals

(108) There may be an urgent need to act in order to protect the interests of data subjects, in 
particular when the danger exists that the enforcement of a right of a data subject could be 
considerably impeded. Therefore, a supervisory authority should be able to adopt provisional 
measures with a specified period of validity when applying the consistency mechanism.


